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beneath his dignity to take advantage of a woman's help-
lessness. He showed great consideration towards Muhammad
'AH, her messenger, conferred on him a robe of honour
and sent him back with some baskets of fruit for children,
The lady was allowed to continue her journey unmolested,
Nizaimrl-Mulk ordered one of his officers to escort her up
to the river Xarbada \vith a force of two hundred horsemen.1
Meanwhile, Dilawar "All Khan was receiving pressing
letters from the Anuru'l-Umara, asking him to keep in touch
with the movements of eAlam "All Khan in order to over-
whebn the forces of Nizamu'1-Mulk by concerted attacks
from two directions. But Nizamu'1-Mulk was far too clever
a general to let the two armies unite against him and expose
himself to their joint action. He manoeuvred to deal with
them separately, one by one. On hearing of Dilawar cAli
Khan's march on Burhanpur, at the head of seventeen thou-
sand well-armed men, lie left his spare baggage in the fort-
ress of Asirgarh and advanced northwards, sending forward
his artillery under the command of Ghiyas Khan and Sheikh
Muhammad Shah FaruqL He himself, along with *Iwaz
Khan and others, encamped in the vicinity of Ratanpur
which was within the territory of the estate of Makrai, some
sixteen or seventeen miles from Burhanpur. The camp of
Dilawar 'All Khan was not more than four miles from this
place. Nizamu'1-Mulk sent a message of peace to Dilawar
'All Khan, proposing to come to some agreement without
needless effusion of blood. The latter, sharing the character-
istics of the Barha Sayyids, namely overweening pride and
ignorance, refused to listen to any conciliatory advice and
chose to try conclusions at the point of the sword. He is re-
ported to have written the following reply to Nizamu'l-
Mulk's message of peace:

What manly virtue is there, nay is it not a death-blow
to honour, thus to flee from death, and for the sake of
saving this paltry life, to climb so many mountains and
cross so many deserts ? Would it not be well to confide in

1Khafi Khan, vol. II, p. 874; Tankh-i-Muza/ari. According to
Mut'akherw, Nizamu'l-Mulk gave strict instructions to his officers not to lose
sight of her until they had seen her safe in the camp of Dilawar eAli Khan (vol.
II, p. 427),